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Kathleen Ruff  has worked in the field of human rights for many years, taking cases to the 
Supreme Court of Canada. Her 2008 report, Exporting Harm: How Canada markets asbestos to 
the developing world, brought to public attention the harmful role that Canada was playing in 
exporting asbestos overseas and funding asbestos industry propaganda. She conducted a 
successful campaign to end Canada’s asbestos trade. In 2011, she received the Canadian Public 
Health Association’s National Public Health Hero Award for her work in mobilizing the scientific 
community to challenge the asbestos industry’s distortion of scientific evidence and to call for an 
end of Canada’s export of asbestos. In 2013, she was given a Special Award by the Collegium 
Ramazzini to honor her steadfast and effective advocacy in the international effort to ban the 
ongoing use of asbestos and to promote better occupational and environmental health protections 
throughout the world. She is an expert adviser to the Chair and Executive of the International Joint 
Policy Committee of the Societies of Epidemiology. Her writing has been widely published in the 
media and in scientific and other journals. Together with leading scientists, she has challenged 
institutions, such as McGill University, the Quebec Occupational Health Commission, the 
Committee on Publication Ethics and the International Agency for Research on Cancer, to take 
action on the issue of industry influence and conflicts of interest.  She has spoken at conferences 
around the world on the challenge of defending the integrity of science and public health policy.  
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